
 

 

 

LEADING EDGE WORK – 15’ RULE 

At 15’ from the leading edge or greater, the use of a warning line can be used in place of conventional fall 

protection due to feasibility limitations  
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SAFE WORK AREA 
15ft. 

15ft. 

15ft. 

15ft. 

SAFE WORK AREA 

• MUST BE FLAGGED EVERY 6ft. 
*(CAR FLAGGING) 

 
• WARNING LINE MUST BE MAINTAINED BEETWEEN 

34in. & 39in. AND BE ABLE TO WITHSTAND 16lbs 
OF FORCE WITHOUT FALLING 

LEADING EDGE 

100% TIE OFF 
REQUIRED OUTSIDE 

THE SAFE WORK 
AREA. 
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Other Warning Line Rules 

If roof access is only available outside the warning line, then an access path should be created out of warning 

lines to safely guide them to the working area. Once the worker is inside the warning line system, a means of 

closing off the access path where it joins the warning line system should be in place. Alternatively, the access 

path can be created in an L-shape. This prevents a worker from inadvertently entering the access path and 

falling off the edge. 
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Note: Workers conducting “roof work” may use a warning line at 6’ or greater away from a leading edge 
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